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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 4057 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, MILI.NU 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED BOMBING OF MATAGALPA 

REF: MANAGUA 4056 

1 . DURING CALL OF DCM AND RICHARD FEINBERG OF S/P ON 
MAJOR ANASTASIO (TACHITO) SOMOZA, THEY WERE TOLD THAT 
WIDESPREAD RUMORS THAT THE NICARGUAN AIR FORCE WAS 
’BOMBING MATAGALPA" ARE UNTRUE. ACCORDING TO TACHITO, 

THERE WERE ARMED INSURGENTS ON A HILL NEAR BUT OUTSIDE 
POPULATION AREA OF MATAGALPA. AIR FORCE PLANES WERE SENT AT 
THE REQUEST OF THE LOCAL GUARDIA NACIONAL COMMANDER. HE SAID 
ONE PLANE FIRED "A COUPLE OF ROCKETS” AT THE INSURGENTS ON THE 
HILL WHICH IS PARTLY WOODED AND PARTLY PASTURE!. AND. 

2. MAJOR SOMOZA SAID THAT THE FIGHTING TAKING PLACE IN 
MATAGALPA IS BETWEEN THE GUARDIA AND INSURGENT GROUPS, 

LARGELY COMPOSED OF TEENAGERS ARMED WITH CONTACT BOMBS, 

RIFLES, SHOTGUNS AND PISTOLS. THEY WERE AUGMENTING 
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THEIR ARMS, HE SAID, BY GOING FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE 
THREATENING THE OCCUPANTS AND DEMANDING THAT THEY TURN 
OVER ANY WEAPONS THEY MAY HAVE. 

3. HE SAID THAT THE GUARDIA FORCES IN MATAGALPA, AS 
WELL AS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, ARE UNDER STRICT 
ORDERS NOT TO FIRE UNLESS FIRED UPON, BUT EVEN THEN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


ONLY TO FIRE AT PEOPLE THEY WERE SURE WERE FIRING 
AT THEM. 

4. VARIETY OF PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT THERE MAY 
BE UP TO FIVE PEOPLE DEAD AND ABOUT 25 PEOPLE WOUNDED 
AS A RESULT OF THE STREET FIGHTING IN MATAGALPA. 

GUARDIA NACIONAL REINFORCEMENTS REPORTEDLY HAVE ARRIVED AT 
THE CITY. 

5. COMMENT: OBVIOUSLY, TACHITO WOULD HAVE REASON TO 
DOWNPLAY THE PLETHORA OF ANTI-GN RUMORS EMANATING OUT 
OF MATAGALPA AND THE NORTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY. 

HOWEVER, WE GIVE SOME CREDENCE TO HIS REPORT AND WILL 
CONTINUE TO FOLLOW UP THROUGH OTHER SOURCES. 

SOLAUN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BOMBING, PROVINCE, GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, ALLEGATIONS, AIR FORCE, CIVIL DISORDERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 30 aug 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MANAGU04057 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780354-0461 
Format: TEL 
From: MANAGUA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1978089/aaaaahci.tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 1d4c9a67-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 MANAGUA 4056 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 4 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1812408 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ALLEGED BOMBING OF MATAGALPA 
TAGS: PINS, MILL NU 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1d4c9a67-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



